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What to expect from Chengdu
Chengdu is a fast growing 2nd tier city
located in Sichuan a province in
southwest China, famous for its
panda’s and within China known as the
place with “the most beautiful women
in China”. Furthermore, Chengdu is
within China best known for its cuisine,
the Sichuan kitchen is spicy and
produces the most delicious food in all
of China.The people in Chengdu speak
a local Sichuan Dialect which
resembles mandarin. If you want to go
about your everyday life without a too much hassle it is recommended that you learn some
survival Chinese before you move to Chengdu, even though you can live without it, knowing how
to ask basic questions makes your life a lot easier.
If this will be your first time in China, then Chengdu can still give you quite a culture shock.
Despite the fact that more than 14 million people live in Chengdu, it’s estimated that only around
30.000 foreigners live in Chengdu. When you are walking on the street as a foreigner you tend to
be easily spotted. This can make for some situations where people will ask you to take a photo
with/of you or simply stare at you. Bear in mind that this generally does not happen downtown,
but when you visit touristy areas or less international areas this can certainly be the case.
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Chengdu To Do List
Police registration
Whenever you enter China or you change your current visa you are required to register with your
local police station to let them know where you live. You can register by bringing the following
documents to your local police station
●

Your passport + copy identity details page (current visa & entry stamp)

●

A copy of the landlord’s ID

●

A copy of the Landlord’s proof of ownership

●

Copy of the contract/lease

Every time you enter China or your Visa Changes/gets extended, you need to re-register
regardless whether you moved to a new apartment or not.

Getting your WiFi and SIM card Sorted
When you get an apartment WiFi is not always
included. Therefore you first have to take some
steps to get connected. To get WiFi you first have
to choose which provider you take. To find out
what provider is best for your apartment complex
you can talk to the providers. What we
recommend is to talk to the guard at your
apartment complex and find out which provider
has the best connection in your area. Next, you take your passport and go to a shop from your
provider. Bear in mind that not all shops are able to assist foreigners, therefore you usually have
to go to a slightly larger shop in the area. In China, most WiFi plans come hand in hand with a
sim card with no extra Charge. This is especially convenient if you come to China for the first
time and have no sim card yet. After you Selected a WiFi plan that is suited for you the provider
will come to your home to install it either the same day or the day after.
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Opening a Bank Account
If you’re planning to stay longer than a month it is recommended to get a Chinese Bank account.
Having a Chinese Bank account makes it easier to link your payment applications to your
Alipay/Wechat and allows you to deposit money on it which allows you to use the wonderful
applications China has to offer. To apply for a bank card you simply need to go to one of the
major banks and bring your passport and have a phone number. Some banks may require you to
bring additional documents such as your apartment lease or police registration form. When you
have gathered all this, you can simply go to the bank, fill out the required documents and then
pick up your shiny bank card and link it to your mobile wallets.
Note, there are also Visa requirements which may not allow you to open an account at certain
banks. Because regulations are constantly changing it is difficult to say what the current
requirements are. Though the general rule is the shorter the duration of your stay, the more likely
you will be denied from opening a bank account.
To make deposits you can use international bank transfers and simply taking out cash from
your foreign card and make a cash deposit into your Chinese account.
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Purchasing Apartment Essentials
Most Chinese apartments come pretty much barebones apart from furniture. Therefore you
have some shopping to do when you move into your new apartment. You will most likely have to
buy everything from Toilet paper to bedding. Here is a handy list of items that you should
consider purchasing when you move into your new apartment.
- Bedding

- Towel

- Toilet Paper

- Pillows

- Shampoo

- Hand wash

- Clothing hangers

- Washing Detergent

- Dishwasher Soap

- Plates

- Chopsticks/Utensils

- Pan(s)

- Glasses

- Drying Rack

- Cups & Glasses

Utilities
Most apartment complexes require you to pre-pay the utilities. There is usually a machine
outside your apartment which you can use to check how much money there is left or to charge
more money. The amount that is required really depends on your use so there is no ideal
amount to charge every time, generally a few hundred Yuan keeps the lights on for a few months
in a one bedroom apartment. It is also possible that you have to settle all fees with the
management office located in every living community.

Public Transport
Using the public transport in Chengdu is really convenient. In order to
make things easy you can purchase a “Tianfu Tong” card at every
“HongQi” shop. These small red convenience stores are located all
over Chengdu. The card costs around 25 Yuan. You can use this card
to conveniently to use the bus & metro without purchasing a ticket.
You can put money in the card at the same HongQi shop as well as the
subway stops. It is highly recommended to get a card even for shorter
stays in Chengdu. Since it can save you from long lines at the ticket machines.
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Virtual Proxy Network (VPN)
In China you can access the internet just like any other country, However the difference lies in
what websites you can access. In China the majority of websites you access on a daily basis are
blocked by the so-called “Great Firewall of China” . Because most western people are dependent
on certain websites and web services you can still access these by using a VPN this allows you
to circumvent the great firewall and still access your favorite websites and services. A short list
of websites that are blocked would be: All western Social media platforms, YouTube, Google
services and pornographic websites. You can find an up-to-date list on the Wikipedia page
“Websites blocked in mainland China”. To still access these websites you can use a VPN.
IMPORTANT if you have an iPhone download your VPN before you come to China

Astrill VPN
I personally use Astrill and find it the most reliable out of the three, it has
many different servers and instant connection to all of them. It also offers
China optimized servers.
Price: 29.95$ Per 3 Months/ 39.99$ Per 6 Months

Express VPN
ExpressVPN would be the largest VPN provider in China, from personal
experience I have switched from Express VPN to due to its unreliability.
It also has many different servers and moderate connection times
Price: 12.99$ per month/ 59.96$ per 6 Months

Vypyr VPN
Vypyr is a slightly less popular VPN. However, it offers a free 3 day trial
period. It has many different servers and is one of the better looking VPN’s. It
is relatively stable and fast and competitively priced.
Price: 9.99$ Per Month/ 60.00$ per Year
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Useful apps in China
WeChat Wallet & AliPay
Requirements: None

If you have a Chinese Bankcard you can make use of the WeChat Wallet and
Alipay. Wechat wallet & Alipay are by far the most useful applications in China.
You can pay with these virtual wallet everywhere, from the small noodle
shops to the big brand stores like McDonald's. So how does it work? When
you link your bank card to alipay or wechat you can send and receive money
through the application. If you are paying at shops you can scan the code of
the shop and send money directly to them or you can let them scan you to
pay. You can also send and receive money between friends. For instance, if
you want to split the bill. Most of the following applications can only be used
if you have WeChat or Alipay set up.

Didi & Uber
Requirements: WeChat Wallet/Alipay

Didi and uber are both very convenient transport applications. Uber and Didi
are used getting around Chengdu by car, you get picked up and dropped off
at the destinations you selected. Both Applications are available in English
as well as Chinese, However, if you can read and write Chinese I suggest you
choose the Chinese version since it has slightly more functionalities.

Amap
Requirements: None

Since Google Maps doesn’t work very well in China the go-to Chinese
navigation app is called Amap. the downside is that the entire app is in
Chinese. However, whenever you have an address you need to go to you can
simply copy and paste the address into Amap and then you’re good to go.
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Mobike / Ofo
Requirements: WeChat/Alipay

All over Chengdu, you can find bikes. The about 80% of the bikes in Chengdu are
either Ofo or Mobike. To use these applications you first have to register by paying
a 300 Yuan deposit and send a picture of yourself holding your passport. When you
are registered you can simply scan the QR code of a bike and follow the
instructions to unlock it. Traveling by bike is by far the easiest and fastest way to
travel short distances.

Hello Chinese / Memrise
Requirements:none

Hello Chinese is in my opinion one of the best all in one Chinese learning apps out
there. It teaches you the basic grammar and and words. It also teaches you
pronunciation and writing. The only downside is that you can finish all the
materials from Hello Chinese in about 15-20 hours. Once you are finished with
Hello Chinese you can expand your vocabulary with Memrise. Memrise is a great
tool you can use that makes you really remember the vocabulary you learn.

Pleco / Youdao Translate
Requirements: None

Because Google Translate doesn’t work in China these are the best two translation
applications out there. If you want to know what a word means pleco is by far better
than any translation app because it gives context to the word by having example
sentences and word combinations. But if you want to translate sentences or
translate menu cards with the translate photo option YouDao is the best alternative
to Google Translate.
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Shopping
Taobao/JingDong
Requirements: Chinese Phone number & Wechat Wallet

Online shopping is nowhere as extensive, cheap and easy
as it is in China. The ease at which you can set up your
own webshop and sell products has created an incredibly
competitive and most of all cheap marketplace. The two
biggest consumer webshops in China are JD and Taobao. To
use JD or Taobao you need a Chinese number, wallet and if
you don’t speak Chinese you need a local friend to help you purchase items. Once you have
done it once or twice you won’t need help anymore since the interface is very intuitive and easy
to use. You can buy anything on these stores from paperclips to kitchens. Once you get the
hang of using Taobao/JD you are guaranteed to either save money on purchases you would
normally make in shops or you’ll spend a lot more because it’s so easy to use.

Useful Stores in Chengdu
If you cannot wait for online delivery there are plenty of stores in Chengdu you can visit that will
have what you are looking for. Below you can find a list with stores that you may find useful
when you first move to Chengdu
●

IKEA

●

Carrefour

●

Digital Plaza

These are some of the example stores you can find in Chengdu. If you know where to look you
can find any product you want in Chengdu. You just have to know where to look. If you really
can’t find something, you can always ask the A-House team on WeChat.
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Maps of Chengdu
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Tourist/Metro Map
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Food in Chengdu
According to many Chinese people, Sichuan boasts the most famous and most delicious
kitchens of all China, famous for its spicy food and use of the flower pepper that makes your
mouth go numb. Below are a few dishes you might enjoy but you can always ask us for a
recommendation!

Hotpot 火锅
Hotpot is a staple dish in the Chengdu lifestyle. It is similar to a
fondue where you have a boiling pot of spicy oil in the middle of
the table and choose different vegetables and meat to put in.
you typically also make your own oily dipping sauce to dip your
ingredients in after they are done cooking. Hotpot is often
combined with drinking beer or baijiu.

Kung Pao Chicken 宫保鸡丁
GongBao JiDing, known in western countries as Kung Pao
Chicken is a very popular dish in China that even people with the
most critical palate can appreciate. It’s a mix of lean chicken,
ginger, peanuts and some special kung pao chicken sauce.

Twice Fried Pork 回锅肉
From a western standpoint, the best way to describe twice fried
pork is to think of bacon with peppers, it is a very old traditional
dish within China and can be ordered at any Chinese restaurant.
Its mildly spicy with edible peppers finished off with salty black
beans
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Western Food
If you are craving some western food here’s a list of places where you can quench those
western food cravings. For exact locations, you can check out their websites.

Mike’s Pizza Kitchen
It’s difficult to get good pizza while you are in China, but
luckily Chengdu has Mike’s Pizza Kitchen offering the best
pizza in town. Mike Started out making pizzas from his
apartment as a student in Chengdu and has grown into one
of the most famous restaurants in town.

Iron Pig
The iron pig was initially located outside of town and was
already successful, but since their restaurant opening in the
heart of Tongzilin their business has grown immensely. It is
by far the best BBQ I have ever had in my life. So, whenever
you have a “Need for Meat” you know where to go!

MunchWich
You’ll soon notice that Chinese bread and sandwiches
aren't the same as western styled bread. However,
Munchwich makes the best sandwiches in town, offering a
variety of flavors and regular discounts and promotions. It
also has a great location to spend an afternoon lunch
munching some Munchwich.
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Nightlife
Chengdu has one of the most active nightlife in all of China with a vibrant international
community and many international bars. You could go out and have a great night every day of
the week if you wanted to there are always people out to party within this metropolitan city.

Blue Caribbean 蓝色加勒比(Kehua North Road 科华北路)
If you have ever been to south-east Asia you might recognize
the style of Helen’s and wow bar, with its wooden interior,
cheap drinks and pop hits from 1990-present Helens is the
place to be to have a good time. The only downside is that
there is no real dance floor. Nevertheless, you can choose to
party it up at your table. As a foreigner you, can request a card
that will give you the majority of the drinks at half price.

Lan Kwai Fong 蘭桂坊(天仙桥南路 TianXianQiao South Road)
If you are looking to party one of the options is to go to Lan Kwai
Fong. it's a famous club area in Chengdu, there’s a mix of western
and Chinese bars. Western bars would be Jellyfish 2 and
Revolution bar where you can dance until the early morning. If you
aren’t tired after that you can still go to one of the many 24/7 KTV
(Karaoke Bar) that are in the area.

339 TV Tower 三三九 (猛追湾街 MengZhuiWan Street)
Since 2015 TV tower has also become a hub of bars and clubs, if
you are a fan of free drinks. You can talk to a promoter from Cago,
Propaganda, Space or DC club which are high end clubs. These
promoters will lead you to a table where you can drink for free.
These are all high end clubs and often have live dance
performances by famous DJ’s, models and gogo dancers.
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A-House
Our mission is to be the bridge between the Western culture with Chinese culture and make your
experience as comfortable and as stress-free as possible. We believe that we can help to make
a difference in the lives of the people that have the courage to take a big step and live in a
foreign country. This guide was made possible by the hard work of the A-House team.

Debbie Xia

Gijs de Laat

Wechat: x448112007

Wechat: Pikachu7777

Welcome to
Chengdu!
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